


















































From:

Subject: S42: Boston Alternative Energy Facility
Date: 11 August 2020 17:29:30
Attachments: Leaflet- Boston Alternative Energy Facility.pdf

BAEF - Phase 4 - Letter to Public Health England.pdf

Dear Sir / Madam,
 
Please find attached a letter about the proposed Boston Alternative Energy Facility, together
with the newsletter.
 
Kind regards,
 
Kelly Linay
On behalf of Alternative Use Boston Projects Ltd



 
 

 

11 August 2020 

Sent by email 

nsipconsultation@phe.gov.uk 

 

Dear Sir / Madam, 

Boston Alternative Energy Facility – Phase 4 Consultation 

I am writing to you on behalf of Alternative Use Boston Projects Ltd to update you about our 

proposal for the Boston Alternative Energy Facility (the Facility), a state‐of‐the‐art power‐generation 

plant located south of Boston, on the Riverside Industrial Estate, next to The Haven.  

 

The Facility is classed as a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP) for which Alternative 

Use Boston Projects Limited will submit an application to the Planning Inspectorate (PINS) for a 

Development Consent Order (DCO). 

 

As you may recall from our previous letters, we have undertaken three phases of public consultation 

about the proposals for the Facility. Phase 3 statutory consultation took place in June and July 2019 

and since then there have been some changes proposed to the project. These are due to several 

reasons including a project review and ongoing iterative design work, feedback received during the 

earlier consultations, and input from specialist bodies. As a result of this, we are now undertaking an 

additional round of consultation (Phase 4) which refers to the changes made to the proposals since 

the Phase 3 consultation.   

 

The proposed Facility remains an Energy from Waste (EfW) facility, although the technology used to 

treat the waste has now switched from gasification to traditional EfW technology. We have 

summarised this change and others in the attached newsletter which is being delivered to local 

residents and businesses. The changes are anticipated to have minor effects, resulting in an overall 

reduction in potential negative impacts.  

 

We remain committed to open and honest two‐way engagement and consultation. Due to the 

Covid‐19 pandemic, we are unable to hold face‐to‐face meetings as we have for previous phases of 

consultation. Instead, we are organising online stakeholder meetings via Zoom and would be very 

happy to arrange a meeting with you if you would find this helpful. Please email 

consultation@bostonaef.co.uk if you would like us to arrange a meeting.  

The newsletter also explains that instead of holding public exhibitions for this phase of the 

consultation, in order to ensure that people’s questions can be answered, the Applicant is hosting 

two webinars and, for those without access to a computer, a telephone surgery. The webinars have 

been arranged for 12.00 pm on Tuesday 11 August and Thursday 20 August, while the telephone 

surgeries will take place on Wednesday 26 August. You are, of course, very welcome to join us at the 



 
 
webinar on 20 August or the telephone surgeries and you can book a place using the contact details 

set out at the end of this notice if you wish to attend. 

How to provide comments and sign‐up for the information events 

The consultation period in respect of the proposed Facility will run from 10 August 2020 until 10 

September 2020 (inclusive). The deadline for receipt of your views and comments is 11.59 pm on 

10 September 2020.  

You can provide your comments via the channels below: 

On the project website:   by completing the online comments form or the 

phase four online survey:      

By email:    

By Freepost: Boston Alternative Energy Facility, RTLY‐RLGH‐GKSE, FREEPOST, 25 Priestgate, 

Peterborough, PE1 1JL 

By Freephone:  0800 0014 050 – where you can request a hard copy of the feedback form. 

You can also sign‐up for the webinars or the telephone surgery by email, Freepost or Freephone. 

Please ensure you include your name and address when making a response. Personal details will not 
be shared, but any comments made may be made public as part of the consultation. 
 
We welcome your feedback on the proposed changes to help us as we begin to finalise our proposal 
before we submit the application for a DCO later this year. Following submission of the Application 
there will be a further opportunity to make representations on the proposals and to engage during 
the Examination process.  
 
Further information about the project can be found on our website at   

Yours sincerely, 

Kelly Linay 

On behalf of Alternative Use Boston Projects Ltd 

 













 
 

 

Dear , 

Development Consent Order for Boston Alternative Energy Facility submitted and accepted by the 

Planning Inspectorate 

On 20 April 2021, the Planning Inspectorate (“PINS”) (on behalf of the Secretary of State) accepted 

for examination the application by Alternative Use Boston Projects Limited for a Development 

Consent Order (“DCO”) to construct and operate a new energy from waste facility in Boston, 

Lincolnshire (Boston Alternative Energy Facility).  

 

In accordance with the relevant legal requirements, we are writing to specified organisations 

notifying them of this fact. Notices have been put up around the site and formal newspaper notices 

have been published in local and national press. 

 

Enclosed with this letter is a copy of the notice made under section 56(2) of the Planning Act 2008 

and Regulation 16 of the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations of 

acceptance of an application for a DCO (“Section 56 Notice”) and a USB stick pre-loaded with copies 

of all the DCO application documents, plans and maps (including a copy of a map showing the 

location of the Boston Alternative Energy Facility, the draft DCO and the Environmental Statement).  

 

The site for the proposed Facility is located substantially within the Riverside Industrial Estate to the 

south of Boston town centre. The Facility includes the following main elements: 

 

• wharf and associated infrastructure (including re-baling facility, workshop, transformer 

pen and welfare facilities); 

• Refuse Derived Fuel (RDF) bale storage area, including sealed drainage with automated 

crane system for transferring bales; 

• conveyor system between the RDF storage area and the RDF bale shredding plant, part 

of which is open and part of which is under cover; 

• bale shredding plant; 

• RDF bunker building;  

• Thermal Treatment Plant comprising three separate 34 Mega Watt electrical (MWe) 

combustion lines and three stacks; 

  Boston Alternative Energy Facility  
RTLY-RLGH-GKSE 
FREEPOST 
25 Priestgate 
Peterborough  
PE1 1JL 
 
29 April 2021 
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SECTION 56(2) PLANNING ACT 2008 

REGULATION 8, THE INFRASTRUCTURE PLANNING (APPLICATIONS: PRESCRIBED FORMS 

AND PROCEDURE) REGULATIONS 2009 (AS AMENDED) 

REGULATION 16, THE INFRASTRUCTURE PLANNING (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 

ASSESSMENT) REGULATIONS 2017 (AS AMENDED) 

NOTICE OF ACCEPTANCE OF AN APPLICATION FOR A DEVELOPMENT CONSENT ORDER 

PROPOSED BOSTON ALTERNATIVE ENERGY FACILITY DEVELOPMENT CONSENT ORDER 

(PLANNING INSPECTORATE REFERENCE: EN010095) 

Notice is hereby given that the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy has 

accepted an application made by Alternative Use Boston Projects Ltd (“the Applicant”) of 26 Church 

Street, Bishop’s Stortford, Hertfordshire, CM23 2LY (Company Number 11013830), under Section 37 

of the Planning Act 2008 (“the Application”) for a Development Consent Order (“DCO”).  The Application 

was submitted by the Applicant on 23 March 2021 and accepted for examination on 20 April 2021.  The 

Planning Inspectorate reference number is EN010095. 

The Proposed Development will authorise the construction, operation and maintenance of a power-

generation plant, known as the Boston Alternative Energy Facility, substantially within the Riverside 

Industrial Estate, Boston, Lincolnshire (“the Proposed Development”). 

The Applicant is now required— 

• by section 56(6) of the Planning Act 2008 to make available to persons/bodies specified under 

that section a copy of the application and the documents and information that accompanied it;  

• by Regulation 8(2)(e) of the Infrastructure Planning (Applications: Prescribed Forms And 

Procedure) Regulations 2009 (As Amended) to include a map showing the location of the 

Proposed Development; and 

• under Regulation 16(2)(b) of the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) 

Regulations 2017 to send a copy of the accepted application, a map showing where the 

proposed development is to be sited, and a copy of the environmental statement, to all of those 

bodies who qualify as a “consultation body” under Regulation 3(1) of those Regulations. 

A copy of the location map required to be included with this Notice and of all the other application 

documents are contained on the enclosed USB stick. 

Summary of the Proposed Development 

The Proposed Development would comprise— 

• a wharf and associated infrastructure (including re-baling facility, workshop, transformer pen and 

welfare facilities); 

• a refuse derived fuel (“RDF”) bale contingency storage area, including sealed drainage, with 

automated crane system for transferring bales; 
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• conveyor system running in parallel to the wharf between the RDF storage area and the RDF bale 

shredding plant. Part of the conveyor system is open and part of which is under cover (including 

thermal cameras); 

• a bale shredding plant; 

• a RDF bunker building; 

• a thermal treatment plant comprising three nominal 34 MWe (megawatts electrical) combustion lines 

(circa 120 MWth (megawatts thermal)) and associated ductwork and piping, transformer pens, diesel 

generators, three stacks, ash silos and ash transfer network; and air pollution control residues 

(“APCr”) silo and transfer network; 

• a turbine plant comprising three steam turbine generators, make-up water facility and associated 

piping and ductwork; 

• an air-cooled condenser structure, transformer pen and associated piping and ductwork; 

• a Lightweight Aggregate (“LWA”) manufacturing plant comprising four kiln lines, two filter banks with 

stacks, storage silos for incoming ash, APCr, and binder material (clay and silt), a dedicated berthing 

point at the wharf, silt storage and drainage facility, clay storage and drainage facility, LWA 

workshop, interceptor tank, LWA control room, aggregate storage facility and plant for loading 

aggregate / offloading clay or silt; 

• electrical export infrastructure; 

• two carbon dioxide (CO2) recovery plants and associated infrastructure, including chiller units;  

• associated site infrastructure, including site roads, pedestrian routes, car parking, site workshop and 

storage, security gate, control room with visitor centre and site weighbridge; and 

• habitat mitigation works for Redshank and other bird species comprising of improvements to the 

existing habitat through the creation of small features such as pools/scrapes and introduction of 

small boulders within a Habitat Mitigation Area. 

The Application will also seek authorisation for the compulsory acquisition of interests in land, the 

temporary use of land, and the overriding of easements and other rights. 

Environmental Impact Assessment 

The Application is an Environmental Impact Assessment development (“EIA development”) as defined 

by The Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017.  The Application 

is therefore accompanied by an Environmental Statement. 

Copies of Application Documents 

The application form and its accompanying documents, plans and maps, including the Environmental 

Statement and draft DCO, are available to view electronically and download, free of charge, on the 

project page of the Planning Inspectorate’s National Infrastructure Planning website, being a website 

maintained by or on behalf of the Secretary of State: 

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/north-east/boston-alternative-energy-

facility-baef/?ipcsection=docs 

The documents will be available on the website until at least Friday 18 June 2021. 

The documents will also be available to view on the project website: 

https://www.bostonaef.co.uk/document-library/ from Tuesday 4 May 2021 until at least Friday 18 June 

2021. 
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On request, a USB containing these documents can be provided free of charge.  Whilst it is preferable 

to send these documents on a USB, hard copies of the documents can also be made available, 

however, a charge will be made for hard copies to cover printing, postage and VAT at 20%, up to a 

maximum of £5,000.  Please contact the Applicant for details regarding payment methods and stating 

whether you would like to receive copies of the suite of application documents or individual documents.  

The Applicant can be contacted by the following means— 

Email: consultation@bostonaef.co.uk 

Telephone: 0800 0014 050 

By writing to: Freepost RTLY–RLGH–GKSE, Boston Alternative Energy Facility, 25 Priestgate, 

Peterborough, PE1 1JL 

Making representations about the proposed DCO 

Any person may make representations on the Application to the Secretary of State (including giving 

notice of any interest in, comment on, or objection to the Application) by registering with the Planning 

Inspectorate as an Interested Party.  All representations relating to the Application must be made on 

the Planning Inspectorate’s Registration and Relevant Representation Form, and give the grounds on 

which it is made.  The Planning Inspectorate has issued detailed advice on registering as an interested 

party and making a relevant representation, to which you are advised to have regard.  This Advice Note 

(8.2 – How to Register to Participate in an Examination) is published on the National Infrastructure 

Planning website under ‘Legislation and Advice’ and can be found at: 

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/Advice-note-8-2v3.pdf 

The Registration and Relevant Representation form will be made available by the Planning Inspectorate 

once the registration/representation period has opened on the relevant page for the Application via the 

National Infrastructure Planning website: 

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/north-east/boston-alternative-energy-

facility-baef/ 

If you are unable to complete a registration form online and would like to register your interest, please 

call the Planning Inspectorate’s helpline on: 0303 444 5000, quoting the name of the Application and 

the Planning Inspectorate’s reference number EN010095. 

Alternatively, you can request a hard copy of the registration form by telephoning the Planning 

Inspectorate on 0303 444 5000 quoting the name of the Application and the Planning Inspectorate’s 

reference number EN010095.  Completed forms should then be sent to the Planning Inspectorate by 

post or email to—  

Post: The Planning Inspectorate, Major Applications & Plans, 3D, Temple Quay House, Temple Quay, 

Bristol, BS1 6PN  

Email: BostonAlternativeEnergyFacility@planninginspectorate.gov.uk 

The period during which you can submit a Relevant Representation to the Planning Inspectorate begins 

on Wednesday 5 May 2021, being the calendar day after the date this Section 56 Notice is first 

published and will end on Friday 18 June 2021.  Representations must be received by the Planning 

Inspectorate by 23:59 on Friday 18 June 2021. 
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All representations must include details of the maker’s name, address and telephone number, along 

with an outline of the points intended to be made at the examination stage.  Please ensure that you 

quote reference number EN010095 in all correspondence with the Planning Inspectorate about the 

Application. 

Please note that any submitted representations to the Planning Inspectorate will be published on the 

National Infrastructure Planning website for the Application and will be subject to their privacy policy 

which can be viewed at: https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/help/privacy-and-cookie/ 

Further information about the Application may be obtained from the Applicant by using the following 

contact details— 

Email: consultation@bostonaef.co.uk 

Telephone: 0800 0014 050 

Any details you provide to the Applicant via telephone or e-mail will be subject to its privacy policy, 

which is available to view at: www.bostonaef.co.uk/home/privacy-statement/ 

 

Alternative Use Boston Projects Ltd 

4 May 2021 
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Minutes HaskoningDHV UK Ltd. 

Industry & Buildings 

Present:  

 

 

 

 

  

Apologies:   

From: Abbie Garry 

Date: 7th September 2021 

Location: Teams 

Copy:   

Our reference: PB6934-RHD-ZZ-XX-MI-Z-1087 

Classification: Project related 

Enclosures:   

  

Subject: Boston Alternative Energy Facility Air Quality Topic Meeting 07.09.21 

  
 

Number Details Action 

1 PS gave an introduction to the project. 

 

KB asked if there is a plant with step grate in the UK, of a similar design to 

that proposed. 

 

SW noted that they are still in discussions with technology providers but 

there are plants in the UK and EU with this technology. 

 

2  Boston Borough Council Relevant Representation (RR)  

 

ND noted the main issues were related to dust and particulates, 

particularly as there is a sensitive operator close to the site producing ink 

cartridges. ND mentioned active dust monitoring would be required 

particularly during construction.  

 

AM noted that continuous dust monitoring would be covered in the Code 

of Construction Practice. AM noted we could also have some engagement 

with the company. 

 

AM also mentioned there would be a permit for the concrete batching 

plant.  

 

RW noted they were going to be part of the Considerate Constructors 

Scheme which includes dust monitoring during construction and operation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AM to 

consider 

engagement 

with ink 

cartridge 

company 

3 Environment Agency 

 

KB noted that the EA don’t use air quality experts to review an application 

until the permitting stage.  
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Number Details Action 

KB noted that the 94% headroom stands out. 

 

CG noted that the receptor at which the maximum impact was predicted to 

occur, as a result of emissions from operation of the facility (R35) was 

located just across The Haven from the Facility. The contribution from the 

Facility was 10% of the air quality objective, but the background 

concentrations at R35 are well below the air quality objective and the 

combined impact plus background is well below the air quality objective.  

At receptor R28, within the Boston AQMA, background concentrations are 

close to the air quality objective but the contribution by the facility at this 

location is much smaller, so it is the background in the AQMA, principally, 

which accounts for the Predicted Environmental Concentration (PEC) of 

94% of the air quality objective.  

 

AM noted the detailed schedule of nitrogen dioxide concentrations should 

have been included in an appendix. This will be submitted as part of an 

updated appendix. AM noted we could send it through first to the EA in 

advance of the formal submission.  

 

HD asked when the applicant will be submitting a request for an enhanced 

pre application meeting. 

 

AM confirmed a colleague Iain Johnson has submitted the pre-application 

request.  

 

PS noted we would confirm who this request went to. 

 

JN noted that at the Preliminary Meeting the EA are going to raise that the 

6 month timetable may not be sufficient to resolve all environmental permit 

issues. JN noted it may take 12 months to finalise the permit process. 

 

Stack height 

 

AM noted the stack height is proposed to be 80m above ground level, this 

limit is due to the height of St Botolph’s Church but we have not seen a 

specific planning requirement related to this. 

 

MG noted that Policy 29 notes the dominance of the church in the 

landscape and there is importance in terms of tourism and from a historic 

point of view. MG noted increasing the height would lead to more 

dominance and competition with the landscape views.  

 

AM confirmed there was five stacks all together including two related to 

the lightweight aggregate facility and three associated with the Energy 

from Waste lines.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CG to send 

table of data 

to JN and 

KB.  

 

 

 

 

 

PS to 

confirm the 

EA officer 

working on 

the EA 

permit 
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Number Details Action 

AM noted in the assessment NOX emissions would be at the maximum of 

the range of the BAT AELs. AM noted if selective non- catalytic reduction 

for NOx control was implemented then the emissions could be reduced.  

 

KB noted contour maps were requested. 

 

AM confirmed the contour maps are within Figure 14.6 – 14.15 (doc ref: 

6.3.22, APP-088). 

 

 

Gas fired peaking plant 

 

AM noted EA’s comment on the gas fired peaking plant at Lealand Way. 

AM confirmed this was taken account of.  

 

KB noted the comment was because the long term impacts were covered 

rather than the short term. But confirmed the short term impact would be 

insignificant.  

 

Defra background mapping 

 

AM noted EA’s point on whether the Defra background mapping included 

shipping. AM confirmed that shipping emissions (for particulates) was 

included within the grid square, with data from 2018 maps.  

 

KB questioned if there would be a difference in NOx from a square over 

the Haven compared to rural land.  

 

AM noted that they could have a look at that comparison and could 

include in the information.  

 

LWA Kilns 

 

AM noted the EA’s comment that the EP would need to limit operation to 

three kilns of the LWA at any one time. 

 

RW confirmed that one line is standby for maintenance, there are two 

lines which will take the ash and one which will use the APC residues.  

 

AM asked about vaporisation of metals from the APC residues.  

 

RW confirmed they would be contained within the vitrified ceramic rather 

than at a higher temperature. RW confirmed it was a lower temperature 

than WID requirements, there would not be vaporisation.  

 

AM asked if we should provide a note on this. 

KB noted this will be asked either now or as part of the permitting process.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AM/CG to 

compare 

NOx levels 

on Haven vs 

rural land.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AM to 

consider 

note on 

vaporisation 

of metals 
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Number Details Action 

 

Visible Plumes 

 

CG noted further analysis has been done on visible plumes based on the 

number of plumes in daylight hours. This will be submitted as part of the 

application.   

 

With regards to photomontages PS noted this should be considered 

whether it is necessary based on the data.  

 

CG mentioned a photomontage may give the impression the plume is 

there all of the time.  

 

AM noted that in the ES 925 m is the maximum length of the plume, 

however this has been revised. AM noted the methodology in the SEPA 

guidance document included a framework was used for assessing the 

plume and was assessed as being of between small and medium 

significance. AM noted this report could be shared early.  

 

CG noted they have worked out the plume in the daylight hours and 

considered whether the plume extends beyond the boundary of the facility 

site.  

 

Odour 

 

AM noted the EA’s comment on odour in terms of bale splitting.  

 

RW confirmed this was all under cover in a building and the splitting and 

bunker are under negative pressure.  

 

HD asked about damaged RDF bales.  

 

RW noted that if the bales are identified as split whilst within the vessel 

they won’t be taken off the vessel. If they are damaged during handling 

they will be re-baled.  

 

PS noted there will also be a large catch net which will catch any debris 

which might fall out of any split bales.  

 

PS noted the drainage on the wharf area would go into an internal 

drainage system on site.  

 

KB noted that for other application the EA have issued a draft permit in 

advance of a decision being made by PINS to give confidence that the 

operation is permittable.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AT to check 

dDCO for 

EA as 

CoCP 

consultee 
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Number Details Action 

KB also noted concerns in terms of noise impacts and would like to have 

further conversations which would usually be part of the permitting 

process. 

  

PS noted the noise expert was not part of this call. But to provide any 

questions to us.  

 

JN also mentioned adding the EA as a consultee for the CoCP. 

 

AT noted she will check the draft DCO.  

 

 

 Public Health England 

 

AM noted PHE’s comment on the dioxins and furans emitted and stated 

that a detailed updated assessment of dioxins and polychlorinated 

biphenyls (PCBs) has been commissioned, which will be submitted at 

Deadline 1.  

 

AM noted deposition on farmland, horticultural land and uptake into the 

food chain is being considered, including uptake by shellfish.  

 

JSE noted that PHE would need to see if metal deposition and uptake has 

been screened and addressed. 

 

JSE noted that the Food Standards Agency (FSA) would consider whether 

deposition would lead to food chain problems.  

 

AM requested contact details. 

 

JSE to email over contact details.  

 

Euro 6 Vehicles  

 

JSE noted that for ship emissions a similar standard as Euro 6 should be 

considered. JSE noted ship idling at berth. 

 

RW noted there would be ‘cold ironing’ so the vessels can switch off their 

engines and rely on shore power.  

 

CG noted this was factored into the assessment.  

 

Health Impacts 

 

AM mentioned pre-existing health conditions and noted we will follow up 

with that information.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JSE to 

provide FSA 

contact 

details  
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Number Details Action 

JSE mentioned exposure reduction considering different populations and 

vulnerabilities including where they are.  

 

 

Accidents/ Fire 

 

JSE noted that with regards to fire prevention plans it should be confirmed 

how far the permit would go including whether this will include materials 

on ships.  

 

RW noted the exterior temperature of the hold can be measured and a 

mobile tank of CO2 can be injected to it cool down. This could be moved to 

another dock or to the Port of Boston.  

 








